What Previous Managers have said about 9v9 and the league!!!
 

Hi Michaela
 
All we can do is agree with all the points put forward by the other Managers.  Going 9v9 has done our boys the world of good.  We definitely made the right decision.
As a league, we have certainly enjoyed playing for Chelmer and Crouch.
 

Hi Michaela
It will be my pleasure to give in brief my opinions as to the benefits of 9v9 football.
From a child’s football development point of view 9v9 is a must as it keeps the basic “art” of playing the game in the right perspective size wise.  Probably the easiest way to describe it is to take a look at the size of the goals in 11v11 for a start.  If an 11 or 12 year old child is even over-developed size wise for his age he cannot possibly have any real chance to stop a ball from going into the net if it is more than one foot over his head, in 9v9 this rarely happens if ever as the goals are in the right proportion.  Then there is the pitch size, you simply cannot teach a child the basic passing and moving skills on a pitch that is too big.  In most other countries in Europe they have been playing smaller sized football for at least 15 years.  Even Sir Trevor Brooking himself concedes that we as a nation are behind because of the afore mentioned reasons, and feels that we are struggling to find our next British superstars because professional clubs are looking to Europe for youngsters because technically their kids are more advanced than ours.  We tend to look for big athletic kids where they look for technically gifted ones.
Once again I would like to thank you for all your hard work and I am confident that your league will go from strength to strength, lets hope the FA keep pushing 9v9 to make it compulsory one day.
Kind regards
Michaela,
 
I fully endorse the points made by the other managers.  The transition from 7 to 11 a-side at the age of 11 is too great.  We are encouraged to coach our young footballers to play in the right way and this can only realistically be achieved by progressing team play from 7v7 to 9v9 and then 11v11.  Our team has benefited enormously from playing 9v9 and we can look forward to 11v11 with a level of confidence that the boys will continue to flourish as players.  I'm not convinced that this would have been the case had we moved straight up to 11v11.
 
I wish the league every success in the future.
 
 
 
3 years ago I had not heard of 9v9 and thought that 11 a side was just the way it was, big goals, small kids and loads of goals. Now is see 11 a side for U11s and U12s as a form of punishment and is the quickest way to kill their confidence (especially the keeper) and loose your squad.
9 v 9 is a fantastic progression from mini soccer. Sensible sized goals and medium sized pitch and you haven’t got to change the squad much from the previous season. Most important of all it means more touches per game for each player at a key time in their development. It is now so popular at our club that for next season we are entering 2 teams at U11 level for the first time. The best result we get from it is that the Kids absolutely love it and we have not lost any players, on the contrary we have had players join from other clubs forcing them to play 11 a side.
So don’t miss the opportunity, it NOT about what you want, is about what the Kids NEED.
Many Thanks for all your hard work. 
